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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's amendment filed 04/01/2005 is acknowledged. Claims 1-2 have been 
amended. Claims 1-6 are examined and pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 2/23/2010 and 4/1/2005 
have been considered. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 
1.97. Form PTO-1449 is signed and attached hereto. 

Oath/Declaration 

The Oath/Declaration filed on 3/23/2010 is accepted by the examiner. 

Drawings 

The drawings filed on 4/1/2005 are accepted by the examiner. 

Priority 

The application is filed on 2/23/2010 and this is a 371 of 
PCT/JP2003/01 2561 filed 10/01/2003. The application claims the benefit of foreign 
application number JAPAN 2002-288629 filed on 10/01/2002. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 



This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Verma et al. (US 2003/0115326 A1, hereinafter, Verma) in view of Olsen et al. (US 
2002/0016921 A1, hereinafter, Olsen). 

Regarding Claim 1, Verma discloses an image processing device, comprising: 
a plurality of image data processing means which have different security levels 
and which process inputted image data (Paragraph 0169: Depending on the provided 
access rights, the user can perform a wide variety of operations on documents 1600 
wherein 0152: access to DMM objects is restricted to authorized users for security 
reasons; Fig. 1: plurality of image data processing means); and 

a plurality of image data processing requesting means which request any of the 
image data processing means to process image data (Paragraph 0105: Job Manager 
404 creates a job by passing a request to a Document Queue Manager (DQM) 408. The 
DQM 408 creates a job record, and returns a job-ID to the Job Manager), characterized 
in that: 

the image data processing requesting means have a function [to verify security 
levels] of second image data processing means to which the image data processing is 
to be requested (Paragraph 0101 : check the status of the appliance queue associated 
with the selected device; Paragraph 01 14: the destination type is for printing the job 
(i.e., in response to a "print" function), the Distribution Print Agent 600 communicates 
with the Configuration Manager 500 to determine other details, such as queue name, 
and printer hostname/IP) and 
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then request the second image data processing means to perform -distributed 
processing of image data in addition to an image data processing means first requested 
to process the image data (Paragraph 0199: the user is granted access in accordance 
to rights assigned by the Administrator. Flow is then to a decision block 1912 to 
determine if the user chooses to move or copy a file from one location to another. If not, 
flow is out the "N" path to the input of the decision block 1912. If so, flow is out the "Y" 
path to a decision block 1914 to determine if the file action is within the DMM 202; 
Paragraph 0089: in response to a print command, additionally, the thin client 224 
suitably communicates with a remote DMM 232 of a second appliance 234). 

Verma does not explicitly discloses but Olsen from the same or similar fields of 
endeavor teaches verifying security levels in image processing system (Paragraph 
0033: the user table includes system user name, system user ID, system user credit, 
system user's access rights, system user's server address, system user identifying 
number, system user PUK code (personal user key), system user initiation date or any 
combination thereof, and a second user pin code. The control unit transmits upon 
receipt of the first pin code the user identifying data to the server for verification; 
Paragraph 0067: The front-end module 124 subsequently verifies the user's identity by 
checking the pin code. If the pin code is not in accordance with the pin code registered 
in the server 136 for that particular user, then the display 126 informs the user that 
access is denied. If the pin code is in accordance with the pin code registered in the 
server 136 for that particular user, then the front-end module 124 requests print jobs 
from the control unit 120. However, only print jobs, which the particular verified user is 
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allowed to perform. The control unit 120 in turn requests this information from the server 
1 36 checking the user table 1 1 4 in the job database 1 1 0. The verified user may then 
view a document list, select to printing of any of the print jobs or viewing any of the print 
jobs on the display 126, which print jobs are designated to the verified user). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to verify security levels (Paragraph 0415: Clients can only perform 
this command with a security level of Power User or Administrator) as taught by Olsen 
in the teachings of Verma for the advantage of ensuring secure transfer of documents 
from a client connected to a network such as a local area network (LAN) or a wide area 
network (WAN) to a user who is allowed access to the documents from a printing 
communication unit connected to a printer (Paragraph 0001). 

Regarding Claim 2, the combination of Verma and Olsen discloses the image 
processing device according to claim 1 , characterized in that the image data processing 
requesting means have a function to select, from among the plurality of image data 
processing means, all other image data processing means whose security level is equal 
to or higher than the security level of the image data processing means first requested 
to process the image data (Verma, Paragraph 0207: The appliance architecture 
recognizes the following user archetypes: Administrator, Power User, and User. The 
appliance 200 allows for the grouping of users into user groups. A Power User and 
Administrator can only create/delete a group and add/delete members to the group. 
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Grouping is only available for the DMM component, and is basically done to simplify the 
sharing of resources (Folders, etc.)), and 

a function to request the selected second image data processing means to 
perform distributed processing of the image data (Verma, Paragraph 0169: Depending 
on the provided access rights, the user can perform a wide variety of operations on 
documents 1600 wherein 0152: access to DMM objects is restricted to authorized users 
for security reasons; Paragraph 0093: if the user intends to send the job to multiple 
destinations, then the user selects the destination printer(s) and load a previously- 
stored job delivery profile). 

Regarding Claim 3, Verma discloses an image processing device, comprising: 
a plurality of image data processing means which have different security levels 
and which process inputted image data (Paragraph 0081 : The system 100 includes a 
network-based document service appliance 102 (i.e. iSP appliance for image Service 
Platform appliance) that is a document distribution solution with document management 
capabilities and device management support; Fig. 1: plurality of image data processing 
means); and 

an image data processing requesting means which request any of the image 
data processing means to process image data (Paragraph 0105: Job Manager 404 
creates a job by passing a request to a Document Queue Manager (DQM) 408. The 
DQM 408 creates a job record, and returns a job-ID to the Job Manager), characterized 
in that: 
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the image data processing requesting means have a function [to verify a security 
level] of a second image data processing means to which the image data processing is 
to be requested (Paragraph 01 14: the destination type is for printing the job (i.e., in 
response to a "print" function), the Distribution Print Agent 600 communicates with the 
Configuration Manager 500 to determine other details, such as queue name, and printer 
hostname/IP; Paragraph 0101 : check the status of the appliance queue associated with 
the selected device) and 

then request the second image data processing means to perform alternate 
processing of the image data (Paragraph 0201 : a facility is provided to the user through 
which aged files (documents that were not accessed within a specified period of time) 
are automatically moved to an alternative location) 

in place of an image data processing means first requested to process the image 
data if the first image data processing means can no longer continue processing 
subsequent part of the image data (Paragraph 0199: the user is granted access in 
accordance to rights assigned by the Administrator. Flow is then to a decision block 
1912 to determine if the user chooses to move or copy a file from one location to 
another. If not, flow is out the "N" path to the input of the decision block 1912. If so, flow 
is out the "Y" path to a decision block 1914 to determine if the file action is within the 
DMM 202). 

Verma does not explicitly discloses but Olsen from the same or similar fields of 
endeavor teaches verifying security levels in image processing system (Paragraph 
0033: the user table includes system user name, system user ID, system user credit, 
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system user's access rights, system user's server address, system user identifying 
number, system user PUK code (personal user key), system user initiation date or any 
combination thereof, and a second user pin code. The control unit transmits upon 
receipt of the first pin code the user identifying data to the server for verification; 
Paragraph 0067: The front-end module 124 subsequently verifies the user's identity by 
checking the pin code. If the pin code is not in accordance with the pin code registered 
in the server 136 for that particular user, then the display 126 informs the user that 
access is denied. If the pin code is in accordance with the pin code registered in the 
server 136 for that particular user, then the front-end module 124 requests print jobs 
from the control unit 120. However, only print jobs, which the particular verified user is 
allowed to perform. The control unit 120 in turn requests this information from the server 
1 36 checking the user table 1 1 4 in the job database 1 1 0. The verified user may then 
view a document list, select to printing of any of the print jobs or viewing any of the print 
jobs on the display 126, which print jobs are designated to the verified user). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to verify security levels (Paragraph 0415: Clients can only perform 
this command with a security level of Power User or Administrator) as taught by Olsen 
in the teachings of Verma for the advantage of providing means for a client station to 
designate a document to a single user or a group of users and providing the possibility 
for the single user or the group of users to access the document at a plurality of printer 
communication units (Paragraph 0001). 
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Regarding Claim 4, the combination of Verma and Olsen discloses the image 
processing device according to claim 3, characterized in that the image data processing 
requesting means have a function to select, from among the plurality of image data 
processing means, all other image data processing means whose security level is equal 
to or higher than the security level of the image data processing means first requested 
to process the image data (Verma, Paragraph 0207: The appliance architecture 
recognizes the following user archetypes: Administrator, Power User, and User. The 
appliance 200 allows for the grouping of users into user groups. A Power User and 
Administrator can only create/delete a group and add/delete members to the group. 
Grouping is only available for the DMM component, and is basically done to simplify the 
sharing of resources (Folders, etc.), and 

a function to request the selected second image data processing means to 
perform alternate processing of subsequent part of the image data (Verma, Paragraph 
0265: subsequent "Print File" operations; Paragraph 0093: if the user intends to send 
the job to multiple destinations, then the user selects the destination printer(s) and load 
a previously-stored job delivery profile). 

Regarding Claim 5, Verma discloses an image processing system, comprising: 
a plurality of image data processing means which have different security levels 
and which process inputted image data (Paragraph 0169: Depending on the provided 
access rights, the user can perform a wide variety of operations on documents 1600 
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wherein 0152: access to DMM objects is restricted to authorized users for security 
reasons; Fig. 1 : plurality of image data processing means); and 

an image data processing requesting means which request any of the image 
data processing means to process image data (Paragraph 0105: Job Manager 404 
creates a job by passing a request to a Document Queue Manager (DQM) 408. The 
DQM 408 creates a job record, and returns a job-ID to the Job Manager), where 

the image processing system distributes image data received from the image 
data processing requesting means to second image data processing means available 
for distributed processing in addition to an image data processing means first requested 
to process the image data (Paragraph 0199: the user is granted access in accordance 
to rights assigned by the Administrator. Flow is then to a decision block 1912 to 
determine if the user chooses to move or copy a file from one location to another. If not, 
flow is out the "N" path to the input of the decision block 1912. If so, flow is out the "Y" 
path to a decision block 1914 to determine if the file action is within the DMM 202), 
characterized in that: 

the data processing requesting means have a function [to verify security levels] 
of the second image data processing means to which the image data distributed 
processing is to be requested (Paragraph 0101: check the status of the appliance 
queue associated with the selected device; Paragraph 0169: Depending on the 
provided access rights, the user can perform a wide variety of operations on documents 
1600 wherein 0152: access to DMM objects is restricted to authorized users for security 
reasons) and 
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then request the second image data processing means to perform distributed 
processing of the image data (Paragraph 0199: the user is granted access in 
accordance to rights assigned by the Administrator. Flow is then to a decision block 
1912 to determine if the user chooses to move or copy a file from one location to 
another. If not, flow is out the "N" path to the input of the decision block 1912. If so, flow 
is out the "Y" path to a decision block 1914 to determine if the file action is within the 
DMM 202); and 

the second image data processing means have a function to perform distributed 
processing of the image data in conjunction with the image data processing means first 
requested to process the image data (Paragraph 0089: Documents 228 input to the 
thick client 222 are opened within a native application 230, and sent to the thick client 
222 in response to a print command of the native application 230. Since the thin client 
224 is browser-based for selecting documents from a server, the documents 228 are 
uploaded to the thin client 228. Additionally, the thin client 224 suitably communicates 
with a remote DMM 232 of a second appliance 234). 

Verma does not explicitly discloses but Olsen from the same or similar fields of 
endeavor teaches verifying security levels in image processing system (Paragraph 
0033: the user table includes system user name, system user ID, system user credit, 
system user's access rights, system user's server address, system user identifying 
number, system user PUK code (personal user key), system user initiation date or any 
combination thereof, and a second user pin code. The control unit transmits upon 
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receipt of the first pin code the user identifying data to the server for verification; 
Paragraph 0067: The front-end module 124 subsequently verifies the user's identity by 
checking the pin code. If the pin code is not in accordance with the pin code registered 
in the server 136 for that particular user, then the display 126 informs the user that 
access is denied. If the pin code is in accordance with the pin code registered in the 
server 136 for that particular user, then the front-end module 124 requests print jobs 
from the control unit 120. However, only print jobs, which the particular verified user is 
allowed to perform. The control unit 120 in turn requests this information from the server 
1 36 checking the user table 1 1 4 in the job database 1 1 0. The verified user may then 
view a document list, select to printing of any of the print jobs or viewing any of the print 
jobs on the display 126, which print jobs are designated to the verified user). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to verify security levels (Paragraph 0415: Clients can only perform 
this command with a security level of Power User or Administrator)as taught by Olsen in 
the teachings of Verma for the advantage of ensuring secure transfer of documents 
from a client connected to a network such as a local area network (LAN) or a wide area 
network (WAN) to a user who is allowed access to the documents from a printing 
communication unit connected to a printer (Paragraph 0001). 

Regarding Claim 6, Verma discloses an image processing system, comprising: 
a plurality of image data processing means which have different security levels 
and which process inputted image data (Paragraph 0169: Depending on the provided 
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access rights, the user can perform a wide variety of operations on documents 1600 
wherein 0152: access to DMM objects is restricted to authorized users for security 
reasons; Fig. 1 : plurality of image data processing means); and 

image data processing requesting means which request any of the image data 
processing means to process image data (Paragraph 0105: Job Manager 404 creates a 
job by passing a request to a Document Queue Manager (DQM) 408. The DQM 408 
creates a job record, and returns a job-ID to the Job Manager), where 

the image processing system alternated processes image data inputted by the 
image data processing requesting means to a second image data processing means 
available for alternate processing in place of an image data processing means first 
requested to process the image data (Paragraph 0199: the user is granted access in 
accordance to rights assigned by the Administrator. Flow is then to a decision block 
1912 to determine if the user chooses to move or copy a file from one location to 
another. If not, flow is out the "N" path to the input of the decision block 1 91 2. If so, flow 
is out the "Y" path to a decision block 1914 to determine if the file action is within the 
DMM 202), characterized in that: 

the image data processing requesting means have a function [to verify a security 
level] of the second image data processing means to which the image data alternate 
processing is to be requested (Paragraph 0101 : check the status of the appliance 
queue associated with the selected device; Paragraph 0169: Depending on the 
provided access rights, the user can perform a wide variety of operations on documents 
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1600 wherein 0152: access to DMM objects is restricted to authorized users for security 
reasons) and 

then request the second image data processing means to perform alternate 
processing of the inputted image data if the first image, data processing means first 
requested to process the image data can no longer continue processing subsequent 
part of the image data (Paragraph 0199: the user is granted access in accordance to 
rights assigned by the Administrator. Flow is then to a decision block 1912 to determine 
if the user chooses to move or copy a file from one location to another. If not, flow is out 
the "N" path to the input of the decision block 1912. If so, flow is out the "Y" path to a 
decision block 1914 to determine if the file action is within the DMM 202); and 

the second image data processing means has a function to perform alternate 
processing of the subsequent part of the image data in place of the image data 
processing means first requested to process the image data (Paragraph 0202: 
Additionally, a facility is provided to the user through which aged files (documents that 
were not accessed within a specified period of time) are automatically moved to an 
alternative location). 

Verma does not explicitly discloses but Olsen from the same or similar fields of 
endeavor teaches verifying security levels in image processing system (Paragraph 
0033: the user table includes system user name, system user ID, system user credit, 
system user's access rights, system user's server address, system user identifying 
number, system user PUK code (personal user key), system user initiation date or any 
combination thereof, and a second user pin code. The control unit transmits upon 
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receipt of the first pin code the user identifying data to the server for verification; 
Paragraph 0067: The front-end module 124 subsequently verifies the user's identity by 
checking the pin code. If the pin code is not in accordance with the pin code registered 
in the server 136 for that particular user, then the display 126 informs the user that 
access is denied. If the pin code is in accordance with the pin code registered in the 
server 136 for that particular user, then the front-end module 124 requests print jobs 
from the control unit 120. However, only print jobs, which the particular verified user is 
allowed to perform. The control unit 120 in turn requests this information from the server 
1 36 checking the user table 1 1 4 in the job database 1 1 0. The verified user may then 
view a document list, select to printing of any of the print jobs or viewing any of the print 
jobs on the display 126, which print jobs are designated to the verified user). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to verify security levels (Paragraph 0415: Clients can only perform 
this command with a security level of Power User or Administrator)as taught by Olsen in 
the teachings of Verma for the advantage of providing means for a client station to 
designate a document to a single user or a group of users and providing the possibility 
for the single user or the group of users to access the document at a plurality of printer 
communication units (Paragraph 0001). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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• Sakai et al. Patent No. 5,703,696 discloses Image memory apparatus. 

• Lupien, Jr. et al. Patent No. US 6,738,158 B1 discloses Digital scanner for 
capturing and processing images. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MAHFUZUR RAHMAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7638. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Taghi T. Arani can be reached on (571) - 272-3787. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/M. R./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2438 
/Taghi T. Arani/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2438 
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